
NCTE Award for Excellence in Poetry for Children 
 
Charge: To recommend on a regular basis every two years a living American poet for the NCTE Award for Excellence 
in Poetry for Children in recognition of his or her aggregate work; to sustain the collection of poetry books of award 
winners, past and future, in the University of Minnesota, Kerlan Collection; to recognize and foster excellence in 
children's poetry by encouraging its publication; and to explore ways to acquaint teachers and children with poetry 
through such means as publications, programs, and displays. 
 
Major activities: What major actions, projects, initiatives, or studies in your charge have been completed by your 
group since July 1, 2014? 
 
1) The 2015 recipient of the NCTE Award for Excellence in Poetry for Children was selected in November 2014. To 

prepare for this task, the committee members divided into 3 teams and each team researched 2-3 of the 
nominees considering the four criteria for the award:  literary merit (art and craft of aggregate work--as poet or 
anthologist), poet's or anthologist's contributions, evolution of the poet's or anthologist's work, and appeal to 
children.  Each team submitted a list of each poet’s aggregate work and these lists were shared with the entire 
committee. The committee participated in an email conference to discuss all the poets in terms of the award 
criteria and then voted to determine which nominees met the criteria.  The committee then participated in a 
conference call prior to the November NCTE conference to discuss the finalists and make recommendations for 
the award recipient. At the November conference, the committee finalized their recommendation that Marilyn 
Singer would be the recipient of the NCTE Award for Excellence in Poetry for Children.  The committee chair 
announced the award recipient at the Books for Children luncheon and then sent an email informing Marilyn 
Singer that she would be the recipient of the award.  

 
2) In order to explore ways to acquaint teachers and children with poetry through such means as publications, 

programs, and displays, the committee annually reviews and selects notable poetry published during the year. 
From March 2014 – October 2014, letters were sent to publishers requesting review copies of poetry books 
published in 2014.  Almost 70 books were received.  The committee read all the books and rated them prior to 
the convention.  At the committee meeting at NCTE, the members discussed the ratings and selected finalists 
for the 2015 Notable Poetry List.  The committee also decided to have two lists, one devoted to poetry books 
only and one featuring verse novels.  The books selected to the Notable Poetry List were annotated and a brief 
article was published in the April issue of The School Library Journal. The books selected to the Notable Verse 
Novel List were annotated and a brief article was published in the May issue of The New England Reading 
Association Journal.  

 
3) The committee submitted two proposals for presentations for the 2015 NCTE conference in order a) to celebrate 

Marilyn Singer as the 2015 recipient of the NCTE Award for Excellence in Poetry for Children b) to spotlight the 
2015 Notable Poetry List. 

 
4) The committee participated in a presentation at the 2014 NCTE conference in order to spotlight present the 2014 

Notable Poetry List. The committee chair designed a bookmark to spotlight the 2014 Notable Poetry List and 
the 2014 Verse Novel List. This bookmark was distributed at the conference presentation. 

 
5) Terrell Young and Nancy Hadaway wrote a profile of Marilyn Singer, the 2015 recipient of the NCTE Award for 

Excellence in Poetry for Children that was submitted to Language Arts. 
 
What actions, projects, initiatives, or studies are “in progress” at this time? What have you accomplished so far, 
and what is your timeline for future work? 
 
1) The committee chair is designing a bookmark to celebrate Marilyn Singer as the recipient of the NCTE Award for 

Excellence in Poetry for Children and another bookmark that features the 2015 Notable Poetry List. These 
bookmarks will be disseminated at the 2015 NCTE conference presentations for Marilyn Singer and for the 
Notable Poetry List.  

 
2) From February 2014 to the present, the committee has begun the process of reviewing poetry published during 

2015 in order to discuss and select the 2015 Notable Poetry List at the 2015 NCTE conference. 

http://www.ncte.org/awards/poetry
http://www.ncte.org/awards/poetry
https://www.lib.umn.edu/clrc


 
3) The committee will vote on the 2015 Notable Poetry List and 2015 Verse Novel List at our committee meeting 

at the 2015 NCTE conference.  Once that list is finalized, the committee will annotate the books on each list and 
submit articles to The School Library Journal for the 2015 Notable Poetry List  and to the New England Reading 
Association Journal for the 2015 Notable Verse Novel List.  

 
Council priorities: The NCTE Executive Committee guides NCTE focuses through establishing goals and priorities and 
through initiating projects. Please write about how your group contributes to and/or benefits from a current 
emphasis on the following: (1) capacity building for literacy learning, (2) educator leadership in school, district, and 
institutional decision making (3) authentic assessment, and (4) advocacy based on NCTE goals and knowledge at the 
local, state, and federal levels.  
 
How does your group’s work relate to each of these four emphases?  
 
The presentation of the 2015 recipient of the NCTE Award for Excellence in Poetry for Children as well as the yearly 
Notable Poetry List articles help to inform NCTE members about outstanding children’s poets and recently published 
poetry. The Notable Poetry Lists and the article which features the Notable Poetry List with annotations provide 
excellent professional development resources for educators to stay abreast of current children’s poetry.  
 
Nancy Hadaway, Chair 
 
 


